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The 1990’s: A Time For Optimism
by Liz Gupton ,
The political whirlwind, which 
brought long awaited freedoms to 
millions in Eastern Europe, continues 
to grow. The newspaper headlines, 
announced recently that thousands of 
Soviets demonstrated for greater 
democratic reforms. (In the recent 
past, such demonstrations would have 
been brutally ended by force.) 
Having enjoyed many freedoms, 
perhaps even taking them for 
granted, we Americans can rejoice 
for our fellow man, and be 
encouraged that greater world 
cooperation is closer to reality. 
World peace will not be mankind’s 
greatest achievement, however, unless 
it is coupled with an end to the war 
on our environment. Only by living 
in harmony with nature, as well as 
all peoples, can we hope to 
perpetuate the species. With some 
adjustments in our habits and values, 
this may also be a reality.
A place to breathe or breed?
First, let me take you to 
the top of a wind and rain carved 
mountain peak. The wind is 
blowing. Breathe deep, then close 
your eyes and feel the wind on your 
face. When you open your eyes, a 
vast landscape unfolds below. The 
tops of tall conifers sway with each 
gust of wind — a gentle, lulling 
motion. The sun slowly sinks to the 
horizon, burnishing the pools and 
riffles of a serpentine river as it 
meanders through the emerald valley. 
Incredibly, this landscape still 
exists untouched, but only because 
some far-sighted people sought 
legislauon to establish wilderness and 
preserves. The boundaries are 
protected by law, but by law may 
also be rescinded. Senator McClure 
of Idaho has proposed a bill to open 
up wilderness for development
When we picture a population 
center such as in China, we lose 
sight of pristine, natural areas — 
replaced with a view of maximum 
utility. Mountain sides are terraced 
for cultivation of food, rivers are 
open to sewers, and forests are 
reduced to rows, that is, if trees are 
allowed to grow at all. Visitors are 
dismayed by the absence of birdsong, 
because even a tiny bird has its use 
as badly needed protein.
In Montana, with a mere 
786,000 people, it is difficult to put 
global population into perspective. 
The following figures may help: 
1950-2.5 billion people; 1987-5 
billion; and a projection to 2025-8.5 
billion (Keyfitz, Scientific American, 
9/89). The population increase from 
the time of human emergence to 
1950 (a period of several million 
years) has been equaled in the past 
40 years. Keyfitz puts it succinctly, 
"The exponential growth of 
population and its attendant assault 
on the environment is so recent that 
it is difficult for people to appreciate 
how much damage is being done."
A'ew environmentalism
A recent poll attests to a high 
level of appreciation in the U.S., 
stating that 3 out of 4 people polled 
consider themselves 
environmentalists. As 
environmentalists, what are we doing 
to ensure the sustainability of the 
environment? Worldwide, the U.S. 
consumes the largest share of
resources and energy, with the 
highest per capita rate of solid waste 
disposal among industrialized nations. 
We are recycling only about 10% of 
this waste. This figure is higher for 
paper, around 27%, compared to 60% 
for Denmark, and 50% for Japan. 
These countries have more limited 
resources, and no doubt as U.S. 
resources become depleted, we too 
will learn to conserve them.
To some, the limits to our 
resources are already being tested. 
Recently, a number of U.S. Forest 
Service supervisors expressed concern 
over the expected future harvest of 
public timber. They feel that in 
some areas wildlife, watershed, 
recreation, fisheries, and other 
resources would be comprised if we 
continued the present rate of harvest 
The Bush administration’s budget 
reflects this concern by appropriating 
a higher percentage of funding to 
non-timber resources than past 
budgets. This is a big step toward 
providing a non-biased stewardship of 
public lands, and promoting a 
conservation ethic.
Continued on Pg. 2
Hope for the future Missoula Volunteers Curb Waste Problems
Knowing that the global stage is 
set with a burgeoning population, and 
a limited supply of natural resources 
(air and water included), I would like 
to think that the human species 
drama has a "lived happily ever 
after" ending. (This attitude may be 
labelled optimism, but that’s better 
than the alternative.) The scenario 
requires that every human being take 
part in "our" survival. Since simple 
solutions for survival are cheap, I 
offer the following prescription for a 
healthy planet:
—Conserve: Carefully consider 
what you want to buy, then purchase 
products which last. Pass along 
unwanted items to someone who may 
want them. Eliminate waste.
—Recycle: Each Sunday, paper 
from 50,000 trees is used in 
newspapers. Recycling reduces 
waste, saves energy, and reduces the 
demand for raw materials. Buy 
recycled products to support the 
industry.
—Preserve biodiversity: Support 
preservation of natural habitats and 
ecosystems. Consider the long term 
environmental impacts when seeking 
short term gain.
—Limit population growth: 
Have small families, and support 
organizations which promote birth 
control in other countries.
—End pollution: Support 
research and development of 
alternative, non-polluting energy 
sources. But the least polluting 
products available.
This prescription comes with a 
warning, though: "Must be applied as 
soon as possible, or the damage may 
be irreversible."
How well we succeed in these 
"simple" solutions will determine our 
legacy of the next decade,
Liz Gupton is a senior in Forestry 
Resources Mgmt, in addition to being 
a Civil Engineering Technician on 
the Superior Ranger District, Lolo 
National Forest. Liz is also a board 
member and R-l contact for the 
Association of Forest Service 
Employees for Environmental Ethics.
by Jim Menakis
On my walk to school last 
Wednesday morning I noticed a few 
people jump into the back of a truck 
after throwing several packages into 
the back. At first, I wasn’t sure 
what they were doing. The truck 
stopped every so often for the crew 
to gather what appeared to be trash 
left near garbage cans of certain 
houses. As I watched, I noticed they 
were collecting bags full of cans, 
bottles, and newspapers. After a few 
minutes I realized what I was 
watching. This was Recycle 
Missoula!, a curb-side recycling 
program in Missoula, Montana. I 
thought back to what I learned at 
meetings I had attended a couple 
weeks earlier.
Recycle Missoula! is a non­
profit, volunteer organization which 
provides curb-side recycling pickup 
service to residential areas near the 
University of Montana. But it is 
also much more. The organization 
was established last September to 
promote the need for recycling and 
to take an active role in developing 
plans to recycle more of Missoula’s 
waste stream. Missoula currently 
sends approximately 5,500 tons of 
"trash" to the local dump each 
month! At least 50% of this could 
be recycled. Recycle Missoula! 
organizers believe recycling is 
important because, in addition to 
reducing our need for landfills, it 
also reduces our dependency on 
precious natural resources, saves 
energy, and creates far less air and 
water pollution.
Since beginning in September, 
Recycle Missoula! has collected over 
40,000 pounds of recyclable materials 
with their curb-side program which 
services about 2,000 homes. They 
collect glass, aluminum cans, 
cardboard, and newspaper on their 
weekly route. Approximately 20 to 
30 percent of the households within 
the area currently participate. Recycle 
Missoula! hopes to increase this 
number by building public awareness 
of solid waste problems and by 
showing people they CAN make a 
difference.
Within the next few months, 
Recycle Missoula! plans to expand 
curb-side service to include other 
neighborhoods. They are working 
with Friends to Youth and the 
Missoula Downtown Association to 
develop recycling programs for 
businesses and offices in the 
downtown area, as well as working 
with the University of Montana to 
start a recycling program on campus. 
Recycle Missoula! volunteers are also 
creating educational programs to be 
used in schools and presented to 
organizations to make people aware 
of the seriousness of our solid waste 
problems.
As the truck disappeared down 
the alley I thought: this organization, 
created and run by community 
volunteers IS making a difference. 
The last thing I heard as I continued 
on to school was someone on the 
truck yell, "RECYCLE MISSOULA!"
For additional information on 
how you can be involved with 
Recycle Missoula! call 728-5733 or 
456-4160.
Jim Menakis is a 1985 alumnus 
of the UM School of Forestry, and a 
graduate student in Environmental 
Studies.
by Dick Manning
When the phrase "untrammeled 
by man" is used in defense of 
wilderness, we generally are targeting 
an evil such as a badly used trail, 
and encroaching road, or the thump 
of a seismic blast. Some research 
within the Lolo National Forest, 
however, is pointing toward 
"damage" to the Bob Marshall 
Wilderness complex that could 
greatly escalate the scope of the 
wilderness debate.
To further complicate the issue, 
this problem is not the result of 
marauding developers, but rather a 
product of a well-meaning policy that 
plays to the human bias for live 
trees.
The bottom line is this: nearly a 
century’s worth of fire suppression in 
the Northern Rockies has made the 
Bob a very different place. From 
the time of the retreat of the glaciers 
until the beginning of this century, 
the Bob was a sweep of open, grassy 
hills, about 5 percent timbered, 
according to a survey completed in 
1899. Now the same place is more 
than 80 percent timbered.
This radical change, however, 
means far more than just a few more 
trees. The entire system of plants 
and animals evolved in a world 
controlled by fire. Those species now 
must adapt — some of them 
poorly — to a world of trees more 
suited to the Pacific Northwest 
Ironically, the realization of this 
situation is growing from fire itself. 
All during the summer of 1988, a 
massive fire percolated through the 
Scapegoat Wilderness on the south 
edge of the Bob. Finally, as that 
summer’s scorched August burned 
into September, the fire stood up and 
roared for Augusta, eventually 
scaring more than 250,000 acres of 
wilderness land.
Jack Losensky, the Lolo Forest’s 
ecologist, has spent the past two 
years trying to understand the fire’s 
effects on that ecosystem. The 
evidence he has assembled has 
shown a fire ecology quite different 
and even more important than the 
Forest Service expected when it 
developed the natural fire policy in 
the early 1980’s.
The policy to allow naturally 
caused fires to bum in wilderness 
areas assumed the result would be 
gentle and small fires that would 
gradually reshape the wilderness to 
the state it enjoyed before Smokey 
the Bear. The massive Canyon 
Creek fire, however, undermined 
those expectations. As a result of 
that fire and other blazes that same 
summer in Yellowstone National 
Park, the Forest Service has begun 
rewriting the fire policy in the belief 
that "abnormal" fires such as Canyon 
Creek have to be prevented. In the 
meantime, the natural fire policy has 
been suspended.
piece of land. His early research 
showed that many species of plants 
were thriving in the fire’s aftermath, 
and some rare plants not seen in 
decades were popping up. Fire
appeared as the guardian of the 
area’s bio-diversity.
But the most intriguing bit of 
evidence in the investigation is some 
old research Losensky uncovered. 
The 1899 survey was completed by 
H.B.Ayres in preparation for
including what is now the Bob 
Marshall complex in the system of 
National Forest Reserves in 1900, 
even before the Forest Service 
existed. Ayres had walked through 
the Bob and had prepared a detailed, 
color-coded map showing the area’s 
vegetation.
The unmistakable conclusion 
from the survey is the Bob was 
mostly open country. Losensky said 
Ayres’ account of fire scars and 
subsequent research show that the
Bob has been open country since the 
Ice Age.
That fuels a compelling 
argument If we are to honor the 
spirit of the Wilderness Act, then we 
ought to do what we can to leave 
wilderness in a natural state. Given 
the physical record, "natural" for the 
Bob appears to be the open country 
left by free-ranging fire.
Left to its own devices, in fact, 
fire undoubtedly would return the 
area to that natural state in the 
matter of a few generations, 
Losensky said. That however, raises 
the question of whether the Forest 
Service is willing to take the political
— are at the moment cooperating to 
write a new fire policy for the area. 
The review is expected to be 
completed in the spring.
Dick Manning is a freelance writer 
and an undergraduate student in 
Political Science. Dick was also a 
participant in the Fall Quarter of the 
1989-90 Wilderness & Civilization
Program.
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Man’s Heavy Hand Changes the Face of the Bob
Wilderness Journal
These excerpts come from the journal of Jim Davis, a Liberal Arts major with an emphasis on 
Environmental Studies who will be graduating in June. Jim says he is "Doing his best to live wild and 
free." This journal was written during the two week trek by university students participating in the 1989 
Wilderness and Civilization program. The trek began at Blackleaf Canyon and emerged at the West Fork 
Teton trailhead on Montana's Rocky Mountain Front.
Day 1, September 19
After getting everything packed up we head for 
the trailhead. Iffe begin hiking around 1:30 in the 
afternoon or so. Immediately a sense of wildness 
pervades the air. Even though the land on the way 
to the point of departure was pretty, it still had 
fences and roads and other marks of man. (But after 5 
minutes of walking down the trail, there were no 
more fences, roads or manipulative signs of man. A 
few minutes later however, there was a trail sign. I 
know it serves a purpose, but there should be places 
where self reliance is more important, and signs 
should be done away with. Just where these places 
should be and how far they shouldgo I will explore 
during the course of this trip. (But right now the sun 
is falling and the warmth of the fire is calling me. I 
need to feel the peace of the wilderness, so I will 
resume tomorrow.
Day 2, September 20
Today we crossed into the official 'Bob (Marshall 
‘Wilderness. There is nothing that differentiates the 
"Bob”from the surrounding forest Service land other 
than legal designation. They're both beautiful. The 
feeling of having left civilization is slowly deepen­
ing. (kow we can no longer see the plains so society 
is out of sight. ‘We did however, see a helicopter 
which served as a reminder that civilization can 
always pop up. ‘We did some bushwhacking today as 
Well. It was fun not following a designated trail, 
but instead trying to make our own way across the 
land. Of course this does bring up some questions 
about the ethics of cross-country travel. ‘We saw 
two white tail deer making their way up a steep 
talus slope which made a perfect end to our travell­
ing for the day. Tonight there should be some great 
stars, and I think,! will lose myself in the universe.
Day 3, September 21
Another day of clear, warm weather. It's really 
unbelievable. I was expecting 5 below zero and 
instead I'm sweating like crazy, I won't complain 
though. I'd rather have sunshine than a blizzard. 
‘We lounged around camp after breakfast this morn­
ing for quite a while. Everyone  just seemed to be 
content to be where they were, and didn't feel a 
need to travel onward. In fact we joked about stay­
ing in the area and never showing up for rendez­
vous. ‘We had a pretty good climb up a ridge once 
we got hiking which made me feelgood because of 
the way it got my heart pumping. ‘We had a small 
delay because ‘Njckforgot his glasses at the top of 
the ridge, so Jason and I waited for him while the 
rest went on. As it turned out, 9fick,had (eft the 
glasses in his packgnd he climbed800feet for noth­
ing. (But I guess it wasn’t really for nothing because 
he enjoys hiking and mountains and he got an extra 
dose of that. Camp was on a beautiful piece of land 
in between two rivers that forked. After night fell 
we huddled around the campfire and talked for 
hours about civilization, wilderness, people, places, 
governments, education and more. Iffe tried to work 
out the world's problems or at least attempt to 
figure out why they existed. ‘We talked, listened and 
most importantly, thought. The 6 of us felt that we 
knew the solutions to most of the problems in soci­
ety. (But how do we go about enacting those solu­
tions? Jason suggested revolution! (kick^a-id we 
could enter the political system, pretend we're con­
servatives, and once elected, show our true colors. 
As for myself, I'm not sure. I thinko-t least, that 
changes should begin with yourself. (Make who you 
are that which you want others to be. Teach by 
example. There's too much hypocrisy in the world. 
And always do what you can to change institu­
tions, no matter how small the contribution. I live 
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by the words: '%o man maizes a greater mistalg 
than Re who did notfiing because he could only do a 
little." Until tomorrow.
•Day 5, (calendar date doesn't seem to matter anymore)
•We fudged more miles today than any other day. 
for once we got up early, and headed out on the 
trail. It was a day of contrasts. ‘While staying on 
the edge of the wilderness, we also saw a dam, a 
couple parted cars and airplanes. ‘This interference of 
civilization gave me mixed emotions. I myself felt a 
degrading of my wilderness experience. I was no 
longer surrounded by mountains, rivers and woods; 
however, for some in my group I thinl^the 6rush 
with civilization was good. It made them realize 
just how precious and fragile our wilderness really is. 
They can read all the bool(s there are on dangers to 
our wildlands hut when they see the dam and those 
cars, I thinf^they really get a good feeling for what's 
at stable here. It's a shame to burst their bubble 
about pristine Montana, but what remains of pris­
tine Montana needs help to stay that way, and 
recruiting advocates for her is one way of helping.
Day 6, Rendezvous 
hustle and bustle of our civilized society. So I never 
feelguilty sleeping in late in the wilderness. That's 
what it's all about.
•Before the speakers began, I hung out by a stream 
and collected my thoughts. I let the bubbling sound 
of water flowing over rod(sflow through my mind. 
Nothing I can thinl^of is more soothing.
The speakers were pretty decent. They got me fired 
up again for some environmental activism. I would 
really fife to find some more outlets this year for my 
desire to effect positive environmental change.
After the sun went down Bob Ream led us in some 
wolf howling. It was fun to be wild and let out the 
howl of one of the symbols of wilderness. Perhaps 
one day the wolf will be able to return to his home­
land throughout the Odprthem Rocffes, and when we 
next let out the howl of the wolf, we will be 
answered by a howl from the four-legged animal 
itself.
C-----------------------------------------------------------------------------The Widemess and Civilization Program is open to all interested 
students; any major, any grade level. It consists of two quarters worth 
of interdisciplinary courses which address philosophical and practical 
ideas surrounding the concepts of wilderness and civilization. 
Applications for the 1990-91 program are available at the 
Wilderness Institute, Forestry Room 207 
University of Montana\______________ —-------------------------- >
I slept late this morning. It seems life in civiliza­
tion I can never get enough sleep, and wilderness in 
that sense represents to me an opportunity for rest, 
relaxation and renewal, the opposite of the hurry,
The Badger Two-Medicine: 
A Spiritual/ Biological Connection
by Bob Yetter
Efforts to preserve certain areas 
of land perceived as "sacred ground" 
by traditional American Indians is 
currently adding, or at least defining, 
a new approach to the wildlands 
controversy. There are numerous 
possibilities as to why such concerns 
are being voiced at this time, 
including; a re-emergence of Indian 
culture and religion, the passing of 
the American Indian Religious 
Freedom Act of 1978 0>JL. 95-341), 
an ever increasing environmental 
awareness by all people, and simply 
the rapid worldwide decline in the 
dwindling resource of pristine 
wildlands.
Regardless of the particular 
factors contributing to this 
phenomena, the recent approach to 
wildlands preservation from a 
spiritual viewpoint brings to the 
forefront of the conservation 
deliberations an argument that has 
perhaps been a motivator in this 
country’s conservation movement, but 
one which rarely seems to surface. 
The spiritual value of wildlands, 
though hard to measure or 
substantiate, and rarely referred to, is 
possibly one of the strongest 
arguments for wilderness 
preservation.
For American Indians, such 
value permeates their ancient 
cultures, and the sacred importance 
of the land was often derived from 
times far beyond the recollections of 
their oldest living tribal members. 
Like the Navdjo’s and Hopi’s Big 
Mountain, the Sioux’s Black Hills, 
the "High Country" of the Kurak, 
and many other sacred places; the 
Badger-Two Medicine area of ' 
Montana is viewed as a sacred 
landscape.
The Badger area was officially 
recognized as Blackfeet territory in 
1855 by the Lame Bull Treaty which 
included it as part of the Blackfeel 
Reservation. From much earlier it 
had been understood as traditional 
Blackfeet country through a Blackfeet 
creation myth where Na’pi gives the 
Blackfeet their land saying, "Here I 
will mark you off a piece of 
ground."
Many Of the mountains in the 
Badger-Two Medicine are named 
after powerful leadens, or prominent 
figures in Blackfeet legends arid 
creation myths. Morning Star, 
Scarface, Poia, and Feather Woman 
are all characters in the legend of 
Scarface and Creator Sun. These are 
also the names of peaks in the 
southern portion of the Badger-Two 
Medicine area.
The traditional Blackfeet, those 
who either practice or highly value 
their heritage and culture, claim that 
the area is sacred and indispensable 
to the practice of their beliefs. In 
1973, the Blackfeet Tribal Business 
Council, recognizing the area’s 
importance to their cultural heritage, 
declared the entire area "Sacred 
Ground" by tribal resolution (219- 
72). The area’s more recent 
historical use for religious purposes 
was documented by the oldest 
member of the Blackfeet People, who 
was a Medicine Pipe Bundle owner. 
One hundred and seven year old 
Mary Ground, who recently passed 
away, once stated that she had used 
the area known as the Badger-Two 
Medicine throughout her life for 
spiritual and religious practices and 
that the entire area was necessary to 
the practice of Blackfeet traditional 
religion.
Blackfeet spiritual leader, Joe 
Crowshoe of the North Piegan uses 
the term "The Nature" when he is 
talking about the Great Spirit, or 
God. To these primal people then, 
nature is spirit, and natural is 
spiritual. The core of traditional 
belief systems is inseparably 
intertwined with the natural world 
and all the beings present within. 
Birds, animals, fish, trees, water, air, 
stones, storms; everything in a 
natural state is viewed as a spiritual 
entity capable of empowering and 
assisting an individual human, arid 
the world itself. Certain 
geographical areas contain spiritual 
entities and powers of a varying 
nature. Whole landscapes, certain 
peaks or streams, or any other land 
formation are often considered the 
homes of different spirits, and are 
also the homes of other life forms 
that are sacred. Thunder, one of the 
more powerful spirits in the 
Blackfeet world, lives in the 
mountains of the Badger-Two 
Medicine, according to George G. 
Kipp, a leader in the South Piegan 
Medicine Pipe Society.
The approach taken by the 
Blackfeet to this land and its 
inhabitants reflects a very different 
attitude towards wildlands than 
normally revealed in any plea for 
preservation. By sensing a spiritual 
character in all things natural, a 
unique attitude towards the natural 
elements, processes, and life-forms 
emerges. For them, "the Western 
conceptual distinction of natural and 
supernatural” is non-existent; the 
phenomena of the world are not 
natural objects in the contemporary 
sense at all, but rather, "persons" of 
the "other-than-human" persons class 
of being and therefore "personal” as 
in "our grandfathers," says Jay H.C. 
Vest, a scholar of traditional 
Blackfeet religion. Hence, the "land" 
as an ecosystem is "personal" and 
honored as "grandfather" of the 
people - to be respected.
The spiritual/biological 
connection then, is that in the world 
view of the Blackfeel, there is no 
real difference. Natural and spiritual 
are one and the same. It is the life 
process; the workings of the 
Creator’s creation. We are simply a 
temporary part of it
Perhaps the greatest contribution 
to be made by Indian people to the 
cause of wildlands preservation is the 
way in which they traditionally (and 
ideally) view the earth. If we were 
able to see trees, for example, as
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"other-than-human entities" and 
deserving of our respect, then our 
actions towards the proper use and 
treatment of these beings would be 
much different than it presently is.
The main difference between 
contemporary world view and that of 
the traditional Blackfeet is that like 
most other so called primal peoples, 
they have a respect for the magic 
and mystery of this creation, while 
contemporary society is far more 
inclined to dissect, interpret, intrude 
upon, and even destroy that which 
we don’t understand. With a proper 
respect, no one could easily justify 
the slaughter of thousands of 
"grandfathers" in order to build a 
road into a roadless area, or to clear­
cut a mountainside. Instead, the use 
of such resources would be given the 
careful consideration which any gift 
deserves.
Bob Yetter is a 1989 UM graduate 
in Liberal Arts, with an emphasis in 
Environmental Studies. Bob was a 
co-founder of the Badger Chapter of. 
the Glacier-Two Medicine Alliance. 
He currently works for the 
Wilderness Institute.
Wild and Endangered Species Trunk
by Glenda Wallace
Hundreds of school children 
across Montana this year are 
touching the fur of a grizzly, 
listening to the howl of wolves and 
watching a peregrine falcon soar 
through the sky, all without leaving 
their classroom. Instead the sight, 
sound and feel of these and other 
threatened and endangered species 
have arrived in a trunk.
This year the Montana 
Threatened and Endangered Species 
Trunk will circulate through school 
districts from Missoula to Chinook to 
Miles City, introducing children as 
young as five to the plight of the 
Grizzly Bear, Gray Wolf, Bald Eagle, 
Black-footed Ferret, Whooping Crane, 
American Peregrine Falcon, Piping 
Plover and Least Tem, among other 
animals.
"Kids give us the greatest hope 
in preserving these species. They are 
our future conservation leaders," says 
Kari Gunderson, one of the creators 
of the trunk. "If they know the 
importance of these animals in the 
ecosystem then they’ll understand the 
importance of preserving them. 
We’re giving them the tools to 
understand."
Kari, who recently received her 
masters degree in Environmental 
Studies from UM, and Jo Bemofsky, 
a Missoula educator and artist, 
worked for almost two years to 
develop the wildlife trunk. The 
Montana Wildlife Federation and the 
Wilderness Studies and Information 
Center, the UM student group 
coordinating the trunk schedule, 
donated money to the project, which 
was created through the contributions 
of many individuals and 
organizations. The trunk was 
completed this summer, has traveled 
to a dozen schools in the last five 
months, and is booked into January 
1991.
And it’s not only those in a 
formal classroom who can utilize this 
program. Next month about 35 
children involved in the Swan Valley 
home school program will gather to 
investigate contents of the wildlife 
trunk.
Available on a two-week basis, 
the trunk contains printed 
information, audio and video 
cassettes, slides and such hands-on 
material as skulls and fur from the 
wolf, coyote and grizzly. Teacher 
evaluations show that the black­
footed ferret and bald eagle puppets 
are popular with the younger 
children, and even high school 
students are fascinated by the full 
hide of an eight-year old female 
grizzly.
"I’m a firm believer of 
children learning with their senses 
and not just with their pencils," says 
Jo. "In a rural state like Montana, 
where there are few museums and 
school districts are strapped for 
money, these trunks are the perfect 
solution to bringing the wilderness 
into the classroom."
Teachers who have used the 
trunk say children "are turned on 
about this material. They get a light 
in their eyes because they have a 
sense of ownership about the 
information," Jo says. Kari and Jo 
are currently working to develop a 
second endangered species trunk, 
which will be housed at the National 
Wildlife Federation in Missoula. The 
Lolo National Forest has donated 
$4,000 toward this new project and 
Kari has developed a proposal to 
collect matching funds. 
Organizations such as the Friends of 
the Wild Swan, Flathead Audubon 
and Five Valleys Audubon have 
pledged donations toward the new 
trunk, which will include much the 
same contents as the first plus music 
and Native American stories.
This second trunk will be 
limited to school districts within the 
Lolo National Forest
For more information about 
the Montana Threatened and 
Endangered Species Trunk, contact 
the Wilderness Institute in the UM 
School of Forestry or call 243-5361.
Glenda Wallace is a graduate student 
in the MFA program. In addition to 
teaching English Composition 110, 




The International Wildlife Film Festival is sponsoring the Annual Wildlife Photography Contest, which 
is open to all photographers. Entries must be matted or mounted prints of wildlife or habitat, in color 
or m black and white. Specific rules, information, and entry forms are available at UM Environmental 
Studies office in Rankin Hall, Photographer's Formulary, Da Vincies, Marie's Art-cries, Albert Ham’s 
??°l2^,5’hy’ the Dark Room. Submit photographs/slides to Mike Bashkin, EVST office, or phone 
243-2477 for more information. The deadline for submission is March 24. Winners and runners ud will 
be exhibited at the University Center Gallery. April 3-8. ■
March 28-May 30
Wilderness/Environmental Studies Lecture Series on Wednesday nights at 7 pm. in Forestry. Rm. 305. 
The senes, "Wilderness, A Different Kind of Multiple Use," is free to the public or available for one 
credit through the Environmental Studies or Forestry departments. For more information contact Jim 
Thormalen, at the Wilderness Institute. 243-5361.
April 3-8
The Btti Annual International Wildlife YUm Festival, will feature key note speaker. Monty Hummel 
of the World Wildlife Fund (Canada). His topic. "Endangered Landscapes", concerns establishing a 
wildemtss astern m Canada. The festival will include day-long events on professional environmental 
ethics, children s films and film making workshops, panels, exhibits, and wilderness tours The best films 
will be shown on the UM campus and at the Wilma Theatre, an experience worth partaking For more 
information regarding IWFF. call Quita Sheehan or Charles Jonkel. 243-2477
I
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Words on Wilderness wants your input! We need wilderness graphics, poems, short stories, feature articles, and our 
readers opinions and suggestions. If you would like to contribute, contact; Editor, Words on Wilderness IJenariment 
of Forestry (Rm 207), University of Montana, Missoula, MT 59812 or call (406) 243-5361. We look forwardto 
hearing from you!
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